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self-conscious of Virtues displays a vein of humorous
originality. The picture is signed with Cranach's usual
device of the crowned serpent.

The undoubted pride of our small collection of Ger-
man pictures is the two works by HANS HOLBEIN THE
YOUNGER (1497-1543). Of all the German artists,
Holbein is most closely connected with England since
a great part of his life was spent in our country. He
was born in Germany, at Augsburg, but lived many
years on the Swiss frontier at Basle. In 1526 he came
to England with a letter of introduction from Erasmus
to Sir Thomas More. He remained in England for two
years and then, after another three years in Switzerland,
he returned to London and became Court-painter to
Henry VIII. He died in London in the year 1543.

Our picture. The Ambassadors (No- 1314), seems
at first sight a large heavy painting, but a few
moments* study will show that it is a work of exceptional
historical and aesthetic interest. It represents Jean de
Dinteville, the French Ambassador in London, with his
learned friend Georges de Selve, later the Bishop of
Lavour. The picture was painted in 1533, the year in
which de Dinteville took up his ambassadorial duties in
London and de Selve came to England on a mission and
stayed with his friend at the French Embassy. The pic-
ture is, therefore, wrongly named the 'Ambassadors*
and should be known as *The Ambassador and His
Friend*. De Dinteville's age (28) is inscribed on the
sheath of the dagger in his hand, whereas the age of de
Selve (25) is seen on the edge of the book upon which
he rests his right arm.

The picture is crowded with innumerable interesting
details. The figures stand against a high table covered
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